
March 20, 2019 
 
 
 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow  
United States Senate 
731 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Stabenow: 
 
On behalf of our organizations, we are writing to express our support for H.R. 8, the Bipartisan 
Background Checks Act of 2019, introduced by Representative Mike Thompson (D-CA) and Peter King (R-
NY). As you know, this important piece of legislation would close an existing loophole that has allowed 
sales of firearms at gun shows, over the internet and person-to-person to occur without an 
accompanying background check.  
 
While endeavors to address gun violence tend to be highly polarizing, and there is no panacea, ensuring 
that those who are not legally permitted to purchase firearms are able to do so is a common-sense 
policy that has garnered overwhelming support from individuals regardless of political ideology. 
According to a recent Quinnipiac Poll, 97 percent of all Americans, including 97 percent of all gun 
owners support subjecting all gun purchases to a background check.  
 
In addition, some may argue that background checks do little to root out criminal behavior, yet these 
measures have proven to be an important tool. The U.S. Department of Justice has reported that 
between 1994 and 2015, 3 million individual applications were denied because of the background check 
requirement. 
 
Despite widespread public support for universal background checks, they are currently only required for 
purchases from federally-licensed firearms dealers. As noted above, there are no such federal 
requirements for purchases from gun-shows, over the internet or through private sales. H.R. 8 would 
close these loopholes and institute a federal requirement for background checks for all gun sales. 
 
As the legislation passed out of the U.S. House of Representatives on February 27, 2019 by a vote of 240 
to 190, it is now up to the U.S. Senate to take action. We know we have your support and we encourage 
you to lean on our organizations if we can be of any assistance in putting pressure on your colleagues 
who may be reticent to consider the measure.  
 
Thank you for your efforts and your continued dedication to addressing this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Betty S. Chu, MD, MBA 
President 
Michigan State Medical Society 
 

 
William A. Conway, MD 
Chief Executive Officer  
Henry Ford Medical Group 
 


